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PRESS RELEASE
NEW INFORMATION BOARDS FOR BRAUNTON

Braunton Parish Council has recently installed two information boards in the centre of the village, which provide a trail featuring buildings of current and historical interest to residents and visitors alike, to raise awareness and promote the local area. The Northern Devon Coast and Countryside Service, as part of the Explore Braunton Project, provided funding for the boards.   

Following on from this a community grant received from Councillor Mrs Jenny Jenkins, until recently our local Devon County Councillor, will provide two more information boards, this time to commemorate the former railway in Braunton.  Braunton was the home of the largest station between Barnstaple and Ilfracombe, which opened in 1874 and closed in 1970.  Memories of this busy and important station still lie deep within the heart of Braunton.

A working group of local railway enthusiasts was set up to help the Parish Council to research and locate material to record historical and photographic details of the railway and the first board was installed on Friday, 5 June 2009.  To complement the board, a further four smaller information panels were installed to show the original sites of Station House, Braunton Signal Box, The Sidings and Braunton Gates, all positioned in and around the main car park.  The Braunton Gates panel is kindly sponsored by Marilyn, Allison and Ken Abbott whose father was one of the last Station Masters at Braunton Station and is dedicated to all Braunton Railwaymen.

Planning permission is currently being sought for the second railway information board, which will be placed on the Tarka Trail near to Butts Path. 

Locally based designer, Andrea Lawrence of Nature Signs (www.naturesigns.co.uk), has produced all the information boards and panels.

The Braunton & District Museum has now launched a special exhibition of “Braunton’s Railway Days 1874 – 1970”, which will run through the summer months.  

For further information regarding this press release please contact Mrs N J Ward, Clerk to the Council, Braunton Parish Council on 01271 812131.

Information supplied by 

Pauline D'Rane
Assistant Parish Clerk01271 812131
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Dave Edgcombe – Northern Coast & Countryside Service (and railway buff)

Cllr Mrs Caroline Chugg, Chairman of Braunton Parish Council

Marilyn Abbott – Daughter of one of the last station masters at Braunton Station and she and her brother and sister kindly sponsored the Braunton Gates panel and have dedicated to all Braunton Railwaymen.

Derek Goodwin – local railway buff extraordinaire

Andrea Lawrence – designer of board and panels of Nature Signs – www.naturesigns.co.uk

Mrs N J Ward, Clerk to the Council
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Email:      braunton_parish_council@northdevon.gov.uk
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